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Welcome to this latest edition of our newsletter —produced in very strange and difficult times by The
Staplehurst Community Group Team.

BEWARE - BEWARE - BEWARE - BEWARE - BEWARE - BEWARE

Scams are among the most prevalent types of crime in the UK, and coronavirus is creating a
perfect environment for fraudsters to thrive using a range of loathsome tactics. Recently City
of London Police reported a 400% increase in scams as a result of coronavirus-related fraud

So what should you look out for, to avoid falling victim yourself? They fall into 4 broad areas

- Coronavirus phishing scams

- Conspiracy theories and misinformation

- Cold calls and doorstep coronavirus scams
- Fake and counterfeit products

You can find out more at https://www.which.co.uk/news/2020/04/coronavirus-scams-how-to-
spot-them-and-stop-them/, and also at Action Fraud - www.actionfraud.police.uk or 0300
1232040 - where if you think you are a victim you can report it (as well as to our local police)

Wow! What a great community we have here in Staplehurst! The group of
volunteers from the Emergency Help Team have already undertaken over
500 tasks for those who’ve needed them, ranging from picking up
prescriptions to shopping, posting letters to chatting to the more lonely. Like
to join these village heroes or need help? Just call 01580 238440.

Now we have the Community Hub too. Based at the Village Centre, and
open Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays between 11am and 1pm, it
distributes food parcels to the more vulnerable families in our village. Its
been splendidly supported by many local business (a special thank you to
Hush Heath Winery) and residents, both with food and money donations.
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